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230 x 119 x 70mm 
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Designing with clay brick is enjoying an international renaissance and we 
are reminded that bricks have always been the material of choice for the 

discerning. While many know that brick is a beautiful, authentic and timeless 
product, some may be unaware of just how advanced the brick industry is 

within green building design and sustainability. 

The Brickery is the next chapter in the Austral Bricks and Monier Bricks 
joint venture. We’re proud to present a design driven collection of clay bricks 

sourced from around the world. 

Happy designing!
The Brickery Team

"Architecture starts when 
you carefully put two bricks 

together. There it begins." 
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe



MONO
Alicante by Austral Bricks 
230 x 119 x 70mm

Madrid by Austral Bricks 
290 x 76 x 70mm

Seville by Austral Bricks 
290 x 76 x 70mm

Sussex by Monier Bricks 
230 x 76 x 70mm

Crevole by Monier Bricks 
230 x 76 x 70mm

Terrassa by Austral Bricks 
230 x 119 x 70mm

Ghost by Austral Bricks 
230 x 76 x 70mm

Alpine by Monier Bricks 
230 x 76 x 70mm

Everest by Austral Bricks 
230 x 119 x 70mm
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CHROMATIC
Grecian by Austral Bricks 

230 x 76 x 70mm

Pamplona by Austral Bricks  
290 x 76 x 70mm

Boston Grey by Austral Bricks 
230 x 119 x 70mm

Chiffon by Austral Bricks  
230 x 76 x 70mm

Grenada by Austral Bricks 
230 x 119 x 70mm

Bronze by Austral Bricks  
230 x 119 x 70mm

Espresso by Austral Bricks  
230 x 76 x 70mm

Lanzarote by Austral Bricks  
230 x 119 x 70mm
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Grey Cashmere by San Selmo 
230 x 76 x 70mm

Opaque Slate by San Selmo 
230 x 76 x 70mm

Reclaimed by San Selmo 
230 x 76 x 70mm

Legendary 
architect Laurie 
Baker once said 
that bricks were 
like faces to him, 

each varying 
slightly in shape 

and colour.
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Boston Grey by Austral Bricks  
230 x 119 x 70mm

Sussex by Monier Bricks  
230 x 76 x 70mm

Livenza by San Selmo 
500 x 100 x 40mm

Wicklow by Monier Bricks 
230 x 76 x 70mm

Specialised kiln settings 
create beautiful flares, 
bars and dramatic colour 
ranges within batches of 
clay bricks.

Colour and texture 
variation is inherent in 
the process and part of 
the appeal.

A slurry coat opens 
up a world of colour 
possibilities.

The clay long format 
bricks “Corso Raw” are 
produced by waterstruck 
technology, so the 
texture has a water 
effect. The colours and 
smart imperfections 
are obtained during the 
moulding process.

Born in a kiln, our clay bricks are made from 
naturally occurring minerals. There will be 
variations from brick to brick and batch to 
batch. It is essential that current physical 

samples are viewed to get a true indication of colour and 
character, before making your final selection.

Embrace the colours, shapes, styles and textures of clay 
bricks as no two bricks are the same. 
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101BRICK 
BASICS

Clay bricks are made from a 
combination of natural clay bearing 
soils, minerals and lime.

Clay bricks don’t need paint, sealing or any other treatments to 
maintain their aesthetics and durability. The colour is fired into 
the bricks so it lasts a lifetime and will not fade. They are cost 
effective and low maintenance. 

Brick insulates in a way most materials do not. By following 
energy efficient design principles and combining bricks with 
insulation, your home will keep warm in winter and cool in 
summer, so you’ll love coming home.

Clay bricks are a sustainable building option. Made from 
organic minerals found in naturally abundant sources of clay; 
clay brick’s long-lasting life cycle offers ongoing environmental 
and health benefits. Durable, re-usable, free from contaminants 
and naturally resistant to pests or fire, clay brick is safe to live in, 
making it the ultimate material in responsible and economical 
home building design. 

Clay bricks are fully reusable. They are one of the very few 
materials that can be reused (not just recycled) with all their 
original qualities intact. And if they are consigned to land fill, 
clay bricks are chemically inert and can’t pollute groundwater 
or contaminate soil. 

Extruded clay bricks are manufactured with 
holes to lighten the brick, ensuring when fired, 
they cook evenly. This also allows for improved 
bond strength and greater earthquake resistance.

The indentation in the middle of a 
pressed clay brick is called a frog.

Clay bricks are either pressed or extruded.

A slurry brick is a clay 
brick that has a face colour 
different to the colour of 
the brick body. This is 
achieved by the application 
of a seperate clay coating 
during the manufacturing 
process. The slurry coat is 
fired in for life.

Standard brick depth is 
70mm up to 110mm in NZ.

Mortar goes into the frog and core holes.

A colour through brick is a clay brick 
that is the same colour through the 
entire brick body; from face to back.

Standard brick height in NZ is 76mm. 
We also supply clay bricks that are 
40mm, 50mm, 119 and 162mm in height.

Standard brick length is 230mm in NZ 
and varies with trends. Our Corso range 
by San Selmo features bricks that are 
500mm long!Clay bricks have a front and a back. 

The front is called the face or stretcher.

Reclaimed by San Selmo  
230 x 76 x 70mm

Colonial Red by Austral Bricks 
230 x 76 x 70mm
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HOW TO 
CHOOSE 
A BRICK

How to 
select your 

bricks
We know that when our customers choose bricks, it is predominately on colour. But more 

importantly we know this choice cannot be made in isolation. Designers use a scale 
known as “60, 30, 10”, it’s simply a definition for the proportions of a design space. 

FOUR STEPS TO SELECTING AN EXTERIOR COLOUR SCHEME

COLOUR OF 
THE BRICK

COLOUR OF 
THE MORTAR

SIZE OF 
THE BRICK

TEXTURE OF 
THE BRICK

60%
30%
10%

For the facade of your 
home this is the exterior 

wall, the largest proportion 
of your design space has 

the largest impact. 

For the façade of your 
home this is the roof.

For the façade of your 
home this is the gutter, 
fascia, joinery and doors.

Choose brick colour1
Choose roof3

Choose mortar colour and style2
Selecting the fascia, gutter, joinery and doors to complete the picture4

Designing your new home is an exciting experience as you discover the multitude of design 
ideas at your disposal. The Brickery team will help to make the experience as satisfying as 
possible. We recommend you use at least three of these selection tools available to you: 

Considering a blended brick? Be aware we endeavour to always show 
a light and dark brick however the final blend will not be in equal 

proportions and there will be a range of colours between the light and dark. 

Consider your mortar colour and joint finish as this can have a dramatic 
affect on your homes overall appearance. 

Brochures & Websites 
A great way to narrow down your selection but remember colours and textures are only indicative. 

Display Material
Some builders have sample boards in their offices, these are a good way to view the bricks. 

Selection Centres 
Visit The Brickery Selection Centres to view display walls. We also have tools such as window joinery 

and roof colour swatches to help with your selection. 

Sample Packs 
You can request a sample from us which we can send to you. This will be from a recent or current batch 
and will give a good indication of brick colour. Our sample will have a batch number so you know what 
your house will look like (remember bricks vary from batch to batch). Please ensure the batch number is 

quoted at time of ordering. If we have since run out, then we will send you a new sample.

Recently Constructed Houses 
We can provide you a list of recently constructed houses that you can view from the street. 
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MORTAR COLOUR BOND PATTERN

MORTAR FINISHES

When it comes to mortar (what binds the bricks together) you will need to consider 
the colour and finish, as both will have a striking impact on the look of your bricks. 

Mortar constitutes approximately 15% of the brick facade colour.

An off-white mortar between darker coloured bricks will add contrast and highlight 
the shape of each brick. Whereas matching mortar colour to the brick will soften the 

brickwork. Please confirm with your builder or brick layer what their mortar colouring 
offering is before you make your final decision.

A bond is the pattern in which bricks are laid. The most common bond is Stretcher Bond 
which consists of courses of full bricks where every course is offset half a brick from the 

course below. Stacked and Flemish are also popular and achieve an alternative look. 

When it comes to mortar finishes, it’s all about the lighting. There are four common 
finishes; raked, rolled, flush and struck.

A raked finish is recessed, creating deep shadows in the horizontal mortar joint, 
bringing out the lines of the brick work. A rolled finish* also creates shadow lines, but 

they are subtler. A flush finish doesn’t allow for any shadows in the joint, giving the 
wall a flatter, more unified look. A struck joint gives a neat, well ordered look.

* A rolled joint is recommended for all slurry coated clay bricks.

Natural

Charcoal

Off White

Black

Raked Rolled Flush

Stretcher Bond

Stack Bonded

Flemish BondStruck



smoked

San Selmo

San Selmo Smoked Blend

Ember  

5 x Opaque Slate,  

5 x Grey Cashmere

San Selmo Smoked:  Grey Cashmere 

Grey Cashmere*

Grey Cashmere**

** Displayed with grey mortar

*Displayed with off white mortar

Ember* (Blend)

Ember** (Blend)

Opaque Slate*

Opaque Slate**

70mm

Dimensions

230mm

76mm

San Selmo Smoked:  Grey Cashmere 

Kiln-fired in Italy, San Selmo Smoked clay bricks offer a subtle tonal palette designed specifically for contemporary architectural projects. 

The range is characterised by elegant and carefully graduated colours from pale hues through to the steely blue-greys.
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reclaimed

San Selmo

San Selmo Reclaimed

Available in a solid 230 L x 70 W x 76 H mm 

as well as facing and corner facings. 

For further details on the installation of  

facings and corner facings, please refer to  

www.australbricks.com.au/product-information

 Range Dimensions 

 San Selmo Reclaimed Brick 230 L x 70 W x 76 H mm 

San Selmo Reclaimed Facing 230 L x 76 H x 18 T mm

 San Selmo Reclaimed Corner Facing 230 L x 70 W x 76 H x 18 T mm  

Reclaimed

230
230 23018 1870

76 76 76

70

20 21



22 23

La Paloma
Designed and manufactured in Europe, the La Paloma range 
is the ultimate in elegance and sophistication. The lines are 
sharp and clean, and the colours deep and rich – the whites are 
whiter, the blacks are blacker. These authentic Mediterranean 
bricks will add grace and style to any home.

Madrid by Austral Bricks 290 x 76 x 70mm Alicante by Austral Bricks 230 x 119 x 70mm

Variations in colour, texture and size are natural characteristics of clay products and production variations can occur from batch to batch. Whilst every effort is made to provide 
samples, brochures and displays consistent with product delivered to site, they should be viewed as a guide only. 

Variations in colour, texture and size are natural characteristics of clay products and production variations can occur from batch to batch. Whilst every effort is made to provide 
samples, brochures and displays consistent with product delivered to site, they should be viewed as a guide only. 

Seville by Austral Bricks 290 x 76 x 70mm Terrassa by Austral Bricks 230 x 119 x 70mm

Pamplona by Austral Bricks 290 x 76 x 70mm Grenada by Austral Bricks 230 x 119 x 70mm

Tenerife by Austral Bricks 290 x 76 x 70mm Lanzarote by Austral Bricks 230 x 119 x 70mm

Magnum
The exaggerated aesthetic and block size of the bricks in the 
Magnum range will truly set your new home apart. Yet their 
70mm width still allows for them to be laid on a standard 
foundation footing.

Albany Cream by Austral Bricks 290 x 162 x 70mm Federation Limestone by Austral Bricks 290 x 162 x 70mm

Kingston by Austral Bricks 290 x 162 x 70mm
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Mezzo
Create a striking look for your home with the one and a half 
height bricks from the Mezzo range. A versatile size, adding 
classic proportions to single and double story homes.

Everest by Austral Bricks 230 x 119 x 70mm Barley by Austral Bricks 230 x 119 x 70mm

Eros by Austral Bricks 230 x 119 x 70mm Gaia by Austral Bricks 230 x 119 x 70mm

Boston Grey by Austral Bricks 230 x 119 x 70mm Bronze by Austral Bricks 230 x 119 x 70mm

Variations in colour, texture and size are natural characteristics of clay products and production variations can occur from batch to batch. Whilst every effort is made to provide 
samples, brochures and displays consistent with product delivered to site, they should be viewed as a guide only. 

Variations in colour, texture and size are natural characteristics of clay products and production variations can occur from batch to batch. Whilst every effort is made to provide 
samples, brochures and displays consistent with product delivered to site, they should be viewed as a guide only. 

Vintage
Our Vintage range evokes all the warmth and character of 
early authentic bricks. The bold natural colours and rough 
textured finish works equally well in the inner city or country. 
These bricks bring a well-loved, heritage quality to your home.

Killarney by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm Coach House Cream by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm

Coach House Autumn Blend by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm Wicklow by Monier Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm

Coach House Grey by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm
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Industry
The Industry range is a carefully curated micro collection, 
reflecting the trend for monochromatic exteriors. These bricks 
are modern, fashionable and chic.

Snow by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm Ghost by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm

Espresso by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm

Variations in colour, texture and size are natural characteristics of clay products and production variations can occur from batch to batch. Whilst every effort is made to provide 
samples, brochures and displays consistent with product delivered to site, they should be viewed as a guide only. 

Variations in colour, texture and size are natural characteristics of clay products and production variations can occur from batch to batch. Whilst every effort is made to provide 
samples, brochures and displays consistent with product delivered to site, they should be viewed as a guide only. 

Artisan
Give your home a timeless appearance with the distinctive 
bricks of the Artisan range. With a selection of beautiful looks, 
colours and textures to choose from, these bricks will stand the 
test of time, to keep your home looking spectacular for many 
years to come.

Sussex by Monier Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm Dover by Monier Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm

Malt by Monier Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm Grange by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm

Gypsy Rose by Monier Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm Colonial Red by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm
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Origin
The bricks of the Origin range are fresh and modern. Whether 
you want a clean and minimalist look or one with character, 
these colours and textures combine beautifully with other 
materials like timber, stone, steel and glass to make your home 
a statement of your individual style.

Alpine by Monier Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm Crevole by Monier Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm

Emerald by Monier Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm Grecian by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm

Chiffon by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm Electrum by Monier Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm

Leisure by Austral Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm St George by Monier Bricks 230 x 76 x 70mm

Variations in colour, texture and size are natural characteristics of clay products and production variations can occur from batch to batch. Whilst every effort is made to provide 
samples, brochures and displays consistent with product delivered to site, they should be viewed as a guide only. 

* Larger format painter and plaster options are available. Subject to availability.

Painter & Plaster Bricks
The increasing popularity of bagged and painted bricks has 
meant that some painters have specialised in these brick 
finishes. When painting over a brick, the bricks need to have 
cured on the wall with the mortar and be clean, dry and then 
the correct system needs to be applied.

Plaster 
Feature: Plaster
Brick: Plaster brick

Bagged 
Joint: Flushed
Feature: Bagged
Brick: Smooth Painter

Paint 
Joint: Raked
Feature: Paint
Brick: Wire Cut Painter

Paint 
Joint: Raked
Feature: Paint
Brick: Smooth Painter
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Clay bricks marketed in New Zealand must meet 
the requirements of NZS4455, the manufacturing 
standard. This standard mainly refers to the size and 
compressive strength of the product. It does not 

mention, chipping, cracks, bowing or colour, all issues to do 
with whether a brick is considered a ‘First Grade ‘ product or a 
‘Common’. This will vary depending on the texture and type of 
brick product, check with your brick supplier. Clay bricks are 
transported great distances and may be handled many times 
prior to delivery to site. Minor edge chipping in some bricks 
can occur, especially smooth faced bricks; this is to be expected 
and managed by the bricklayer in the laying process. Generally, 
a First Grade brick should have a face and one end free of 
surface defects; however the nature of the brick product being 
laid must always be a factor in this regard. 

Brochures, websites, and display panels provide an indication 
of the brick product at the time they were created, which may 
be two years old. Clay bricks are a natural product that may 
change depending on where the clay is sourced and how it 
is fired at the time of manufacture – check with your brick 
supplier for recent product samples.

Blending 
Brick is a finishing product and therefore it is essential that 
the bricklayer thoroughly blends the bricks in order that an 
even spread of colour is achieved over the face of the wall. 
Depending upon where the bricks were positioned in the kiln, 
will have a bearing on the colour of the brick, which is why it 
is important for the bricklayer to select bricks from at least 3 
pallets to get as good a colour mix as they can. Step away from 
the wall and check regularly. Obvious pockets of colour on a 
brick wall are unacceptable and devalue the dwelling. 

Keeping Bricks Dry 
It is important to prevent bricks becoming saturated, 
particularly during the winter months. Saturated brickwork 
can aggravate any salts that may be present, resulting in white 
deposits on the surface, which can be long-term. Therefore, 
keep the top of all pallets covered with plastic, and where bricks 
may be stacked around the site, keep directly off the ground 
and cover with plastic also.

Freshly laid veneers, (less than 6 hours) must be protected from 
rain to prevent a possible change in the mortar colour. The top 
row of all un finished brickwork must be covered in plastic, if 
rain is imminent. 

3.2 Clay brick and masonry veneer  
The normal viewing position distance for internal and external exposed architectural masonry feature walls is 6.1 m (see Inspecting 
surfaces and fixtures). Where it is not possible to achieve this distance, specific issues can be viewed at closer distances in 
accordance with the details in the below table.

•  Free of visible cracks and chips when viewed from 6.1m in diffused light. (ASTM C90-1418) 
•  From closer distances, chipping of edges on bricks is acceptable provided the total length of chips per brick is no more than 

10% of the perimeter length of the brick and; 
- For 95% of the bricks the chips are no longer than 3 mm from edges and 6 mm from corners, and;  
- For the remaining 5% of the bricks the chips are no longer than 6 mm from edges and 9.5 mm from corners. 

3.2 CLAY BRICK AND MASONRY VENEER 

CRACKS AND CHIPS UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, EXPOSED WALLS SHOULD BE: 

Clay Brick and Paver 
Manufacturers 

Association
It is important to remember that any issues regarding the quality, texture or colour of 
the bricks must be addressed with the brick supplier prior to the laying of the bricks. 

A brick laid is a brick accepted. Thoroughly check all pallets upon delivery. 

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) 

Explore a journey in style with 
Austral Bricks (who also happen 

to be one of our partners). 
Austral Bricks has a proud 

history of brick making spanning 
over 100 years!

Monier can trace its heritage in 
New Zealand back to 1862 when 

it commenced manufacturing 
in New Lynn, Auckland. Over 
the years it has supplied clay 

brick products to the New Zealand 
construction market and our 

products are seen in some of New 
Zealand’s most iconic buildings.

Our home, here you will find our 
bricks, technical information and 
links to our social media pages 

for inspiration.

australbricks.com.au pgh.com.authebrickery.co.nz 

Here you’ll find helpful 
information to see the benefits of 
building with brick, and you can 
also find a licensed practitioner 
in your area. The federation is 
here to support the trades and 

offers LPB training. 

Everything you need to know 
about designing or building 

with brick in New Zealand. The 
CBPMA is an excellent resource 

for technical information.

www.bbfnz.co.nzbricksnz.co.nz

Guide to tolerances, materials and workmanship in 
new residential construction 2015 



   0800 BRICKS     •     thebrickery.co.nz

AUCKLAND 
956 Great South Rd, 

Penrose, Auckland 1642
Phone: 09 579 0166

TAURANGA 
15 Hynds Rd, 

Greerton, Tauranga 3142
Phone: 07 578 7117

HAMILTON 
59 Vickery St,

Te Rapa, Hamilton 3200
Phone: 07 958 4650

CHRISTCHURCH 
1/99 Sawyers Arms Rd, 

Papanui, Christchurch 8052
Phone: 03 354 0200

LOWER NORTH ISLAND 
61 River Bank Road, 

Otaki, Kapiti Coast 5512
Phone: 021 229 9976


